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The armies met at Lewes, Simon attacking the town.   The Battle of
Londoners in his army were scattered by Henry's most (1264)
capable leader, his son Edward.    But Edward, then only
twenty-four, had not yet become the cool, wary commander
who was in future years to attack Scotland. Angered by the
fact that these citizens of London had insulted his mother,
he pursued his enemies furiously, without thinking of the
rest of the battle.  While he was away, Simon in the centre victory of
overthrew the royal forces and captured the King.   Henry Simon
had to submit, to accept once more the Provisions of Oxford,
and to hand over Edward as a hostage.
So far there had been nothing to mark off Simon from the
rest of the large class of nobles who from time to time had
taken arms against their sovereign. He had employed the
ordinary baronial remedy for misgovcrnment, namely re-
bellion. Though Simon bore a higher character, had a better
cause, and had met with greater success than was usual,
these are only differences of degree, and not of kind. In
essence he was a rebel, and the case is not altered by the fact
that he was an abnormally virtuous one. His next step, how-
ever, was to lift him far above any other well-meaning simon and
rebellious baron, and mark in him that combination of theory Sfent*"
with practice, that union of wisdom and opportunity, that
belongs only to the statesman.
The truth was that he had few supporters among the
barons.  For a time the young Earl of Gloucester had stood simon de
by him, but he was growing lukewarm.  Many other barons new policy
were inclined to favour the King again now that he had
accepted the Provisions.   Simon's real strength lay in the
middle classes, especially in the towns.   The Church, too,
favoured him.  Hence he sought a device whereby he could
make this popular support tell, and so was the founder of
what became the House of Commons.
Both in Saxon and Norman institutions the common
custom of using representatives has been already remarked.
Representatives of hundreds and boroughs sat in the Shire